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REMARKS 



Claims 1 - 17 are pending in the present application>r Claim 5 was amended to coaect an 
inadvertent error in the prior submission. ThesQ changes do not involve any introduction of new 
matter. Consequently, entry of these changes: is believed to be in order and is respectfully 
requested. No additional claims fee is believed to be due. 

Reiection TTnder 35 USC Over B aniftis in view of Ouellette 

Claims 1-17 have been rejected under 35 USC 103(a) as being unpatentable over Daniels 
(WO 99/58092) in view of Ouellette et &1. (US Pat 4,637,819). Applicants respectfully traverse 
this rejection because Daniels is not available as. prior Wt against the present application. 

All of the rejections of Claims 1-17 depend in whole or in part on Daniels. Daniels is an 
International Application which does not designate the United States. Therefore, it is only 
available as prior art as of its publication pn ISjNovember 1999. The present application entered 
the national phase on 28 February 2001 from afi International Application designating the United 
States that was filed on 1 Septeniber 1999. Therefore, the effective United States filing date of 
the present application is 1 September 1999. Additionally, the International Application 
designating the United States claimed priority under 35 U.S.C. §119 to an European patent 
application filed on 3 September 1998. Accordingly, the present application is entitled to a 
priority date of 3 September 1998 for prior art puiposes. This means Daniels does not qualify as a 
prior art reference under 35 USC 102(a) or (bi Because all of the rejections under 35 U.S.C § 
103(a) depend in whole or in part on D^iiels. they arc. improper and should be withdrawn. 

Conchision 

In light of the above remarks, it is requested Aat iHe Examiner reconsider and withdraw 
the rejection under 35 USC 103(a). Early and favorable action in the case is respectfully 
requested. 

Applicants have made an earnest effort to place their application in proper form and to 
distinguish the invention as now claimed from the appliedr references. In view of the foregoing, 
Applicants respectfiiUy tt^uest reconsideration of this appUcation and allowance of Claims M7. 



Respectfully submitted, 
. Andreas Flohr 
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